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Feminists Aid Hookers
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(July 16 || New York) Libertarian
feminist Nancy Borman, publisher of
Majority Report, and Margo St. James,
founder of COYOTE (“Call Otf Your
Old Tired Ethics”) staged a demon-
tration of women on behalf of black
marketeers during the political orgy
of the Democratic Convention.

Majonity Report is “The Women's
Newspaper,” a 20 page tabloid bi-
weekly with professional photography
and graphics. The publication is gen-
erally considered more radical than
Ms, NOW and such, but retains a
rational, sober outlook. Ms. Borman is

associated with the New York Associ--

ation of Libertarian Feminists.

COYOTE is the major group in the
United States agitating for the decrim-
inalization of prostutution. Ms. St.
James has organized three National
Hooker’s conventions and has ap-
peared on many talk shows and in
many publications.

The “cause celebre” for the libertar-
ian activist and the practicing counter-
economist was the “Ohrenstein Anti-
Loitering Law,” passed especially by
the New York State lLegislature to
crush the hooker trade during the
expectedly-profitable Democratic Na-
tional Convention. The law took effect
on midnight preceeding the gaveling
to order.

Majority Report ran several issues
with feature artcles to recruit parti-
cipants from the feminist movement.
Their number of Vol. VI, No. 6 (July
24-August 6) reports on the results of
the action.

The basic strategy was to mingle
activist feminists with the professional
prostitutes so that the state’s police
would be confused in attempting to
make arrests. Simultaneously, the
“consciousness” of the feminists parti-
cipating would be “raised.” in dealing
with many of the problems of the
black marketing women. Nancy Bor-
man met Margo St. James at the

Woman'’s Craft Fairin New York, and
together they planned to confound
the political machinations of landlord-
backed state senator, Manfred Ohren-
stein.

Ms. St. James, in Majority Report,
reports in true counter-economic fa-
shion “The cabbies complained bitter-
ly, comparing the Democrats with the
Shriners for being cheap, loud and ob-
noxious,” compared to the “riffraff”
supposedly brought by the hookers.
And she discerned, “The Democratic
Convention was a massive display of
police power. Four hundred officers
stood in three-deep clumps on every
corner within six blocks of the Mad
Garden (@ $15.00 per hour) for the
entire week. No self-respecting hook-
er dared confront that many pigs
empty-handed.”

Nancy Borman  editorialized,
“...with the help of hundreds of
brave lovers of liberty, the action was a
roaring success.

“We had put the Mayor and the
Police Commissioner on notice that
we'd be out on the streets by the
hundreds, ‘dressed lightly for the hot
weather,” and that our actions solicit-
ing people to sign a ‘PROPOSITION’
against the Ohrenstein Law would
make us easily confused with real
hookers. We warned them that if
‘sweeps’ occurred, they'd be sure to
round up a lot of us along with their
imendeJ victims—and we’d all sue for
false arrest.

“We checked on the actual arrests
under the law during our action, and
learned that fewer than nine women
per night were charged with ‘loitering
for the purpose of prostitution.” Eight
arrests is no sweep, but at least one ol
those arrested was not a prostitute.
Nor was she a demonstrator. She was
covering the Loiter-In for the media—
and is she ever pissed!

[Continued on page forr]
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Katz Purges Self

-

(July 19 || New York) The last straw
was the nomination of Screw editor Al
Goldstein for activist Howard Katz.
He has resigned from the Free Liber-
tarian (sic) Party and the libertarian
movement. ?

Katz is best known for the forma-
tion of the Committee to Establish the
Gold Standard and for driving Mur-
ray Rothbard to name-calling (Roth-
bard called Katz “an absurd Robes-
pierre,” “Reverend Katz” among
others).

One of the Nathaniel Branden
Institute’s crop of objectivists, Katz
was an investment counselor who
caught the libertarian bug. Becoming
a full-ume activist in the 1970s, he
stubbornly retained a “jeffersonian”
minarchism while the rest of the
movement went anarchist.

Katz's puritan-like radical minarch-
ism put him on the same side of the
barricades as the Free Libertarian
Party “left sectarian” Rothbardians,
and his “Constitutionalists” with Sandy
Cohen’s upstate minarchists, usually
supported radical caucus candidates.
Katz was one of the very few min-
archist libertarians to join the New
Libertarian Alliance; NLAers often
carried the black flags at his otherwise
conservative-appearing pro-gold
demonstrations.

Even though the NLA was explicitly
out to shatter the LP, Katz saw the
conflict as an anarchist schism, the

[Continued on puge four]
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NEWS OF THE LIBERTARIAN SOCIETY

BRAY SMARES PHOENIX

(August 4 | Warminster) Karl Bray,
tax rebel and libertarian, won the only
award for libertarian achievement.
This award, the Phoenix, is voted
upon by the membership of the
Society for Individual Liberty, and it
winner was announced in SIL’s Aug-
ust newsletter, Individual Liberty.

Bray beat out psychiatrist Thomas
Szasz for the 1976 award, philosopher
Robert Nozick and Tibor Machan,
and politician Roger MacBride. Pre-
vious recipients of the Phoenix (begun
in 1970) were Ludwig Von Mises,
Murray Rothbard, and Ayn Rand. B

MACBRIDE SWIPES AT HARD
CORE IN PUBLIC PRESS

(August 5 || Los Angeles) “Ideo-
logues” of the libertarian movement
“should stick to their supper clubs,”
Roger MacBride was quoted as saying.
Some space in a small article on his
candidacy was given to attacks on
libertarians opposing his candidacy.

The story in the Thursday, August
5 issue of the Los Angeles Times was one
of several in that issue on minor party
candidates of the Libertarian (sic)
Party, Socialist Workers Party, Social-
ist Labor, etc.

The reporter for the Times noted a
lack of colleagues attending Mac-
Bride’s press conferences (see NLW 30
on press lack of interest in Chicago).
Again, MacBride was seen as hotly
denying association with revolution-
aries and anarchists (see Chicago
article).

The Libertarian Supper Club of Los
Angeles is attended by more liber-
tarian activists than any other group
in the world. Roger MacBride has no
record of any activism whatsoever. B

TAX REFORMERS TRY YET
ANOTHER VOTE

(July 6 || Lansing, Michigan) Tax-
payers United, a group wishing to
L)re\'ent taxes from rising indefinitely,

as submitted 320,000 signatures,
55,0000 more than is needed, to have
their proposed constitutional amend-
ment appear on the Michigan Novem-
ber ballot. Their proposal would limit
state taxes and spending to 8.3 per-
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cent of the yearly personal income of
Michigan residents. The proposed
amendment would also limit the State’s
ability to order programs without
having the money to pay for them.
Sixty state legislators have endorsed
the amendment, but Michigan Gover-
nor William Milliken (Republican) has

announced his opposition to it.
—Ron Chusid

CORPORATE TAX ABOLISHED?

(July 19 || ZNS) A Washington tax
expert reports that Congress and
President Ford have accidentally abol-
ished the entire federal corporate
income tax.

Linc Arnold, a tax consultant to
Florida Congressman Sam Gibbons,
says that an inadvertent typographical
error in the Revenue Adjustment Act
of 1975 has legally abolished to cor-
porate income tax law. That law
brings $46 billion into the U.S. Trea-
sury annually.

Arnold explains that the embar-
rassing error went unnoticed- when
President Ford signed the tax bill last
December, and when the official ver-
sion was reprinted in the Congressional
Record. The error was uncovered in
February, Arnold says, but it has not
been corrected yet.

Congressman Gibbons has since
drafted a resolution, which has yet to
be voted on, to restore the corporate
tax. In the meantime, according to
Arnold, corporations are technically
getting off scot-free. u

BIRCHER UNIVERSITY COMING

(July 16 || ZNS) The John Birch
Society has announced plans to open
up the “John Birch University"—at an
as-yet undisclosed site in California—
in 1979.

The right-wing anti-communist
group says that the president of its
first university will be 74-year-old
retired army Colonel Laurence Bunk-
er. Colonel Bunker, a Birch Society
co-founder, recently served as Chair-
man of the New England Rally tor
God, Family and Country.

A Birch spokesperson predicts the
school will shortly become “the finest
university in the world.” u

1976—YEAR OF NON-VOTER?

(July 6 || 1976) As the Bicentennial
political year drags on, there are in-
creasing indications that the American
public will register its disapproval of
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the Washington politicos by staying at
home on election day. The voter
turnout in the 1972 election was the
lower in recent presidential election
history, and this vear's turnout may be
even lower. '

This trend has been readily appar-
ent from the very start of the primary
season. In  the hard-fought New
Hampshire race, fewer than one third
ol the state’s registered voters both-
ered to go to the polls. The turnout
was nearly 20,000 less than in 1972, In
percentage figures, only 32.5% voted
this year, as opposed to 39.5% in 1972
and 37.3% in 1968.

In Florida the story was the same.
There was a fall-off from the 1972
figures. A survey ol non-voters in the
Sunshine State by the Washington Post
showed that many voters stayed away
from the polls because they felt it
doesn’t make “anv ditference whether
the Democrats or the Republicans win
the presidency in November.” Many
of those who dud vote were equally
disgusted. —Eric Scott Royce

Although a survey published in the

June 26 issue ol Congressional Quarterly

showed that, overall, the percentage
of registered voters casting ballots in
the first 19 primaries this year was up
slightly—about 1.2% —over 1972, this
result was attributable primarily 1o
greatly increased turnout in onh
three states. The three are Pennsyl-
vania, Illinois, and South Dakota. By
contrast, voter turnout dropped in 11
states, while showing moderate in-
creases in ) more.

The time is vipe for the founding of
Counter-Campaign chapters around
the counury. The people no longer
seem so easy to fool . .. —ESR

ALEXANDRIA VOTERS ENDORSE
DECRIMINALIZATION OF POT

(July 23 || Alexandria) A poll just re-
leased by the Virginia branch of
NORML, the National Organization
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws,
indicates that more than halt the
voters in the city of Alexandria favo
decriminalization of pot.

The poll, commissioned by NORML.
and conducted by Contemporary Poli-
tical Consultants, a firm generally
identitied with Republican campaigns,
showed that 29.7% favored only a
minimal fine and 26.3% no punish-
ment whatsoever tor those caught
smoking grass. Fourteen percent felt
that marijuana was a less harmtul
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drug than alcohol, and 30.3% agreed
that it was no more harmful.

Only 10% of those polled believed
that marijuana smokers should be
given a jail sentence—Eric Scott Rovce

NEWS NOTES

\ statewide meeting ot Virginia
Libertarian Alliance leaders is sche-
duled for July 31 in Arvlington.. ..
While libertarian-conservative Kath-
1vn Coe Rovce is attending the nation-
al GOP convention as a Reagan Alter-
nate, many other Metro DC libertar-
ians will be lending their assistance to
the McCarthy campaign and to getting
the Nobody for President drive otf the
around ... .1 will be writing a regula
column for Libertarian Review on DC
political follies. —Eric Scott Royce

Dollars Now Small Change

(July 7 || A sign of the times we live
in is the report that the federal
government is soon planning to issue
a new one-dollar coin.

The coin, dubbed the “cartwheel,”
is being issued simply because of infla-
tion. The problem, according to Trea-
sury Department officials, is that
nickels, dimes and even quarters don’t
buy much these days, and a bigger
coin is desperately needed for vend-
ing machines.

FROM THE NEW LIBERTARIAN SOCIETY

To the editor: July 23,1976

I feel compelled to respond to some
of Jim Casterline’s comments in NLW
31 regarding my piece in NLW 26 on
the Weaver-Nathan-Lausmann Con-
gressional race in Oregon.

If Jim will look over that article
again, he'll discover that I did criticize
Weaver’s economic views as excessive-
ly interventionist, though not as much
so as many of his liberal colleagues.
My point in the piece was that Weaver
is no worse than most Members of
Congress on economics and far better
than the herd ot civil liberties and
foreign policy questions.

Since that article was printed,Weav-
er has again demonstrated his com-
mitment to civil liberties on a major
roll-call. Rep. Symms submitted an
amendment to the Treasury and Post-
al bill that would have abolished the
IRS informer program. The amend-
ment failed, thanks to the votes of
many  Establishment conservatives
against it; Weaver supported Symms.

I believe that at this pomnt in time
foreign policy matters are ol greate
import to us than economic ones. in
large part because regardless of whois

Epistles
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elected in the foreseeable future there
will be little change in the regulatory
economic policy of the U.S. On the
other hand, the election of many more
right-wing jingoists could spell an-
other Vietnam-style conflict and/or
obliteration in a nuclear holocaust. As
someone once said, there are worse
things than war—and war brings all of
them. And as long as we haven’t been
blown off the face of the earth, there’s
always a chance of educating enough
Americans to change economic policy
in the long run.
Scott Royce
Arlington, Virginia
Dear Sam, July 30, 1976
I've noticed that several times you
have mentioned the author Robert
Anton Wilson. Now, while you have
mentioned that he is a libertarian, no
where have I seen you say what kind
he is. Well, from what I have read of
his, I would say that he is a Thelemite.
A Thelemite is someone who follows
the philosophy of Aleister Crowley.
This can be summarized in the
statement “Do What Thou Wilt Shall
Be The Whole of The Law.” As
anyone who has heard of Crowley
knows, Crowley and his followers are
into Magick, the Qabalah and other
heretical creeds (to some libertarians).
So, what would be very interesting, if
Wilson were willing to do it, would be
a supplement dealing with Magick,
Crowley, Thelema and their relation-
ships to libertarianism.
Richard Johnson
Baton Rouge, Loouisiana
[You must be using a cnystal ball,
Richard! An interview with Wilson s
being conducted by Eric Geislinger and
Duncan Frissell at this very moment for
NLW. We may even get Wilson to become
a regular for NLW, and thus Impe‘/ull_\' he
will be glad to answer any questions the
interview failed to answer. Now. huu'_,\_t/f(qll
for service? —SEK3]

Dear Sam, July 26, 1976
Interesting about the Soviet black
market. I ran a piece in the L about
the situation in Burma, where the
legal economy is entirely nationalized
(no small private shops, as in the
Soviet bloc). A large market (bazaar
stvle) was recently dedicated in a pub-
lic ceremony with the clergy in attend-
ance and all the trimmings. It consists
entirely of private shops, and is known
simply as “The Black Market.” No
taxes, no regulations—just straighttor-
ward cash bribes. No forms to fill out.
NO inspections o pass, no price con-
tols. Allin all. about as libertarian as
any activity ol its kind i the world.
Ihere's no question about - crack-
down—most ol the county depends
on the black market tor sheer survival
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The state simply overplayed its hand,
and now finds the retail industry com-
pletely out of its control. Do you think
our home-grown statists will get the
messager Or maybe we should just
keep quiet and encourage every move
toward tighter controls . . .
Yours,
Pierre (Erwin S. Strauss)
Lanham, Maryland
[No, I don’t think they'll “get the mes-
sage” and no, I don’t think we should keep
quiet and encourage. Of course, we
shouldn’t waste time on repeals and such
Jolderol, but educate, encourage and en-
lighten those who may be inspired to go
counter-economic. —SEK3]

Speculations

Science Fiction for the New Libertarians

Analog August 1976

Shadrach in the Furnace (part 1 of 3),
Robert Silverberg. Shadrach Mordecai
is a decent man serving an indecent
cause. The situation is a standard one
for sf (as for many other genres). So
far, the plot looks like advancing
along ruts well-worn when Silverberg
began writing. From discomfort in his
role as personal physician to the world
ruler, Mordecai will pass into rebel-
lion. (Unless Silverberg has a surprise
ready, he’ll rebel because Genghis
Mao wants his body as a new home.)
The world dictatorship is standard
fare; perhaps less believable than
most, because its efficiency fits badly
with the decayed world 1t controls.
The precipitating catastrophe—a vol-

Cain Smith Prozine Reviews

canic eruption sets off war, which
hacrpens to include among its weapons
a disease with precisely the symptoms
the author finds convenient—is even
harder for me to believe.

I don't feel that Silverberg believes
any of this either. I think Ee simply
chose a story on which to hang his
style. As with all but the best Silver-
berg work, there’s no discernable
emotion. People die and make love
without caring.

Probability Zero, Hayford Peirce.
Proof that Analog’s subscription rates
go down in length in such a way that a
ten-year subscription will be free. A
shoddy job of extrapolation; a few
minutes of thought might have shown
Peirce that Analog pays the subscriber
a dollar for an eleven-year subscrip-
tion.

Render Unto Caesar, Eric Vinicoft
and Marcia Martin. Extraterrestrial
colonists win their freedom. (This
time, theyre on Mercury; and their
system is a planetary corporation. Do
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these details matter?) I like Vinicolf
and Martin's brand of corn—but |
wish they'd hurry up and begin
writing something better.
The Tomkins Battery Case, Bud
Srarhawk. A man kept seemingly
alive by prosthetics after his brain has
died. Unfortunately, the idea is used
strictly for farce. Sparhawk (if he’s not
a pseudonym for an established pro) is
skilled enough to be worth watching.
The Far Traveller, A. Bertram Chan-
dler. Run-of-the-mill Grimes tale. Un-
like too many Analog contributors,
Chandler knows how to construct a
series story. This can be read by
someone completely unfamiliar with
the series; but 1t gains if one is familiar
with the Grimes universe.
The Reference Library, Lester del
Rey. Del Rey aims pointed remarks at
those who feel they have a stake in
bringing SF into the mainstream.
Using The Boys From Brazil and Where
The Sweet Birds Sang as examples, he
ives more good advice on writing SF
than is found in at least one book on
the subject (That books being Notes to a
Science Fiction Writer, by the editor of
Analog.)

Bova’s editorial discusses a subject
already amply discussed in news-
papers. An SF magazine should be
ahead of rather than behind the
papers—prelerably, ahead of Scentific
American. —Cain Smith
KATZ PURGES S

[Continued from page one]
results of which would purify the
Libertarian Party into minarchist con-
trol. In 1974, the NLA left; in 1976,
Rothbard’s clique. Katz won.

Katz won recognition as an in-
veterate letter-writer to friends, to
o ts, to editors, and even mass-
-m::pen letters. Characteristically,
he ram from the FLP with a
letter. excerpts follow:

“The issue of allowing the liberty to
pursue vice (so long as it does not
violate the rights of others) and the
issue of of vice itself have to be
carefully distinguished . .. The nomi-
nation of a professional pornographer
so confuses the two issues that it will
henceforth be impossible to convince
people that the LP is not simply a pro-
vice party. I cannot support this
nomination; I have other moral values
besides liberty.”

“Although some have argued that
one should never try to understand
another person’s motives, I am funda-
mentallly opposed to such an idea. To
close off an area of reality . .."” Ascrib-
ing motives to his opponents probably
did more than anything else to earn
Howie Katz their infuriation and fury.
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Yet Katz can write ‘'l owe an apology
to Murray Rothbard and the others
whom I have opposed on the issue of
purism. I had hoped to raise the
moral level of the LP to a higher plane
than that of the major parties...
When Dr. Rothbard accused the pur-
ists of wanting to nominate a junkie
who would shoot up on TV, I thought
that was a smear; no one on our side
wanted to do that. I was wrong. They
did it.”

Katz, as a character, is now a loss to
the libertarian movement. “Please
don’t call me a libertarian. I'm a
classical liberal in the Jeffersonian
tradition.” Those who saw primaril{
his abrasive motivational analysis will
breathe a sigh of relief; those who saw
him primarily as an unbending figure
of high principle, and consistency as
he underst it, will add a sigh of
grief.

Katz’s letter should appear in full in
the August issue of FLP's Free Libertar-
ian (15 W. 38th St., Suite 201, New
York, NY 10018, $7.50/year). Hawie’s
final “New York Report” for NLW will
appear next issue, in our “New Clas-

sical Liberal Jeffersonian Notes.” ®

FEMINISTS & HOOKERS
[Continued from page one]

“We could tell that the action was
working the way we wanted it to when

a eolice officer at Times Square told a-
T

reporter (unofficially) that the
‘word was out’ on the Loiter-In and
that the police were afraid to touch
anyone under the new law that week.
‘We're being set up for a false arrest
charge,” he complained. Elsewhere in
Midtown police would freeze midway
in arresting women muttering as they
slinked away something about ‘Coyo-
tes’ or ‘feminists.’

“The ‘word was out’ among the
streetwalkers, too. And most of the
prostitutes we encountered showed
signs of recognition of the -action.
‘You're those feminists,” one woman
laughed, and told us she supported
the Loiter-In.

“The sight of the ‘PROPOSITION’
was a dead giveaway to the cops that

i

they had nabbed the wrong women . . .

which is probably why the real hook-
ers volunteered so enthusiastically to
carry the petitions, too.

“A sour-faced journalist putting
down the whole plan at our July 12th
press conference made a sweeping
gesture at four Loiter-In participants,
saying, ‘These girls wuu&d never be
mistaken for prostitutes.” Three of the
four were prostitutes.”

Majority Report, 74 Grove Street,
New York, NY 10014. 55 year. |
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Calendar

OF EVENTS FOR THE NEW LIBERTARIAN
o

September 2-6 MidAmeriCon, the 34th
World Science Fiction Convention in
Kansas City, Hotel Muehlebach. Well
over 5000 SF fen expected, several
hundred of whom are libertarians.,
Robert A. Heinlein is Guest of Honor.
Admission is $25, rapidly increasing
to $50 at the door to discourage Con '
overflow, but some libertarians will
be coming just for the parties and
socializing at the outlying hotels.
Contact NLE if you want to be in
touch with other frefan attendees.
Kansas City, Missouri.

i

September 9 Forum for Philosophical Stu-
dies. Debate again tentatively sche-
duled., $3.50. 7:30 P.M. Larchmont
Hall, 118 N. Larchmont Blvd. (one
block south of Beverly Blvd.) Holly-
wood. )

P 1
September 13 Libertarian Supper Club of
Los Angeles. Robert Ringer, author of
Winning Through Intimidation. 7:15
P.M. for dinner ($6.95), 8:30 P.M. for
program ($1). Beneficial Plaza Cafe-
i teria, 3700 Wilshire (one block east of
! Western Ave.) Los Angeles.

{September 14-26 Sy Leon on Tour. Sy will

! be at Ritz Carlton hotel in Chicago
from 14-19 and the Plaza in New York
from 20-26, working on publicity and
promotion for the League of Non-
Voters, his new anti-voting book, and
the Postal Consumers Union. For
more <information, call (714) 832-

! 6234. Chicago and New York City.

September 16-19 Third Annual Gold and
Monetary Conference. $300, $475 or
$475 joint husband & wife. Record
attendance indicated. National Com-
mittee for Monetary Reform, 1524
Hillary, New Orleans, LA 70118, (504)
865-9919. New Orleans. j

September ?? NOTA Talk. “Whatever
Happened to Armageddon?—The Paper
Money System” by Jon Windness of
Spencer Trask & Co., Inc. 2:30 P.M..
Donation. Christ Church of Chicago,

701 West Buckingham. (312) 477-
7000/(312)935-0412 for daté. Chicago.

Y O siingn
October 11 Libertarian Supper Club of

Los Angeles. Dick Nesbit on topic to

be announced. 7:15 P.M. for dinner

($6.95), 8:30 P.M. for program ($1).

Beneficial Plaza Cafeteria, 3700 Wil- ,
shire (one block east of Western Ave.)

y Los Angeles.

- =

‘Please_remember that to-get your listing
mailed out on time you must have it in at
least one week before publication date
‘(two weeks before cover date). Alllibertar-
ian functions are listed except those

. which demand secrecy and those political

.activities which attempt to. associate
themselves with libertarianism.
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CZECH WINS FIRST
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“WEEKLY

GEORGE ORWELL PRIZE

(August | || London) Ludvik Vaculik
won the first George Orwell Memorial
Prize. His latest manuscript had just
been confiscated by the Czechoslovak
police.

George Orwell was a libertarian
socialist and author of the best-selling
warnings of totalitarian trends /984
and Animal Farm. Orwell turned
against Social Democrats for refusing
to fight for their beliefs in Spain
(calling them “Parlor Pinks”) in 1936,
then %\e turned against the Com-
munists after their backstabbing of the
Anarchists and Liberals in the Spanish
Civil War. Though Orwell never ac-
cepted the itive economic under-
standing of the modern libertarian
position, he ended up opposing all the
same enemies and evils.

The British publisher Penguin
Books sponsored the prize to memori-
alise the late anti-statist and award it to
those writers struggling in his mode.
The Manchester Guardian (August 1,
1976, Weekly edition) printed a report
on the prize and the etfect of it on
Vaculik’s life. The reporter. W.L.
Webb, says that Vaculik is “unpublish-
able since 1969, and recurrently har-
rassed by the Czech thought-police.”

Webb consider Vaculik “a superbly
apt choice for their new, Penguin-
sponsored prize, honouring one great
patriot in the name of another, and
coming at a time when Vaculik badly
needs to be remembered and accord-
ed the international recognition he
deserves as a writer in the unbiddable
Hasek tradition.

“When George Theiner, of Index,
got through to him by telephone last
week, Vaculik as so overwhelmed that
it took him minutes to unscramble the
fact that the call from London was in
Czech. Neither he nor Penguin ex-
pects that he will be allowed to collect

his £500, and so far there has been no
reply to the telegram sent to give the
good news to the Czechoslovak Minis-
ter of Culture.”

Webb considers Vaculik the voice of
the “human face” of 1968 Czech re-
visionist socialism. He quotes from
Ludvik Vaculik’s speech at the Prague
Writers Conference in Autumn of
1967. Vaculik said then, “Assuming
that none of us was born to make his
life easy for his rulers . . .the first law
of power is its desire to continue. It
reproduces itself in ever more faithful
copies . .. Power prefers people of the
same inner constitution a itself. But
since these are in short supply, it has
to make use of other people too and
adjust them to its needs.

The most serviceable subjects are,
of course, people who themselves long
for power, and then people with a bad
conscience, and people whose appetite
for comfort, advantage and profit
know no moral limits. For a certain
time, in certain circumstances, and for
certain purposes, it can make tem-
porary use of various moral absolu-
tionists and altruistic but ill-informed
enthusiasts like myself.”

Ludvik Vaculik's 2,000 word posi-
tion was the pretext tor the Soviet
State’s final pressure on the Dubcek
liberals. Vaculik has two novels in
print, The Axe and The Guinea Pigs
(available in Penguin paperback), and
he has an out called “Impressive
Thoughts, Open Letter to Dr. Wald-
heim” (published in Index, Volume 4,
No. 4). [NLW will have a review of The
Guinea Pigs in an upcoming issue.] W
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ANTE-TAX ACTIVISM
W MEW JERSEY!
by Ralph Fucetola

(July 25 § North Arlington) The
Tax Reyolt reached a new level of
activisti® with the declaration of a
General Tax Strike in New Jersey to
Frevent the collection of the state’s
irst income tax. That tax was passed
only after collusion between the gov-
ernor and the state supreme court
(which shut down the schools for
several weeks as blackmail to get the
leCFislators to increase state money for
education) cowed a bare legislative
majority.

The struggle aainst the state income
tax has been raging for six years. It
has seen the continual defeat of pro-
tax legislators and bond issues. The
result is a 2%% “temporary” tax
(rather than the 7% permanent levy
the taxers wanted). The starting date
for withholding has been postponed
several times and is now October Ist.
The result is also a developing alliance
among local taxpayer leaders, libertar-
ians and anti-establishment conser-
vatives and moderates.

I'he drive for a General Tax Strike
("if we each just strike a little, we will
strike out the big spenders”) will
climax in a mass tax relief rally in
Trenton at the State House on Satur-
day, September 18th, at noon. This
date is especially significant since last
week’s demonstrations caused the lat-
est “withholding day” postponement.
The concept of the General Tax Strike
is one which libertarians ought to
support: the message is that you do
not have to be a victim any longer.

The activism is getting nationwide
coverage. An article by Jack Anderson
on “Tax Revolt” appeared in the
nationally svndicated Parade magazine
supplement of Sunday, June 27th. A
picture of libertarian hyperactivist
Kathy Greene illustrated the column,
with Kathy in a barrel and carrying
signs. It was taken at a demonstration
in Trenton, and fortunately, it ties
New Jersev taxpayers in with the
strike all the more, making our legis-
lators know that we mean business.

—Ralph Fucetola
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REASON DROPS PIERCE,
SF, FAIR PLAY

(August 11 || Santa Barbara) In a
surprise move, Reason magazine has
cancelled John J. Pierce’s long-run-
.ning bimonthly column on science
ficti